
WORKSHOP 6 
 

DESIGNING A RESEARCH AND PRACTICE NETWORK  
FOR NATURAL CAPITAL ACCOUNTING IN THE SOUTH PACIFIC 

 
 
ORGANISER NAME(S):  
Pierre Bertrand1 
Francesco Obino1 
  
ORGANISATION AFFILIATION(S):  
1 Global Development Network 
 
PRESENTER(S): 
Experts on environmental-economic accounting from Australia (Australian National University; 
Australian Bureau of Statistics) 
 
TARGET AUDIENCE:  
All registered Forum participants are welcome at this workshop; we especially encourage 
professionals with experience on ecosystems and their valuation, from an academic or policy 
perspective, or a strong interest in building a work program on the topic. The workshop is addressed 
at individuals as much as at institutions. 
 
WORKSHOP DESCRIPTION:  
The System of Environmental-Economic Accounts (SEEA) aims to provide a framework to integrate 
information on the environment into more conventional economic accounts and thus decision-making. 
However, as countries embark on its implementation, it appears that the lack of capacity to use this 
framework – analytically but also from an applied policy angle - stands as a key constraint. The dearth 
of high-quality in-country human and financial resources, especially for developing countries, is 
hampering the spread of implementation, the ownership of natural capital accounts and thus the 
development of a strong narrative and references to address environmental threats on a factual basis. 
 
The workshop departs from the premise that the production and use of the accounts, rather than two 
parallel tracks, are two deeply intertwined activities, and that countries in the region can benefit greatly 
from sharing efforts on research, research capacity building and use of natural capital accounts. It will 
address the opportunities and challenges related to the production and use of natural capital accounts 
in the region, and discuss the value proposition of a research and practice network to catalyze efforts 
on the topic 
 
Gathering experts, policy actors, regional donors and representatives for research institutions from or 
working in the South Pacific Islands , the workshop aims to host a seminal exchange and networking 
event with the goal to design some of the core features and founding actors of such a network, identify 
a work program with different streams of possible activities, and to provide a physical platform for 
networking amongst early takers. 
 
The network intends to offer a virtual and physical platform  for sharing, networking but also be the 
catalyst of implementation of activities related to the production and use of natural capital accounts in 
the region. In particular, the network aims at (i) coordinating different existing activities on natural 
capital accounting in the region and contribute the conception of natural capital accounts, (ii) 
supporting networking and feedback amongst institutions in the region with a shared interest in 
developing natural capital accounts, (iii) supporting capacity building efforts that aim at generating 
research and research skills in policy relevant research, in the area of natural capital accounting. 
 



PROVISIONAL PROGRAM: 
 8:00-8:15 Introduction and presentation of the program and participants by organizers 
 8:15-9:30 Presentation & Group Discussion An overview of current research efforts in 

environmental-economic accounting: regional and global perspectives on research and its policy 
application 

 9:30-9:45 Break 
 9:45-11:30 ‘Speed Networking’ session 1 On a quick rotating basis (15m), each team interacts one-

to-one with expert/donor/policy makers.  
 11:45-12:30 Linking the production and the use of natural capital accounts: examples from 

Australia 
 12:30-13:30 Lunch 
 13:30-16:00 Designing a research and practice network. The afternoon will be dedicated to 

discussing the scope of a regional network in terms of activities, human and financial resources, 
with an aim to identify key features and activities that respond to a shared demand for 
collaboration. Questions will include the following: 

 
- What type of institutions should be part of the network? Should the network include both 

individuals and institutions? 
- What strands of activities would respond to the demand for collaboration from the workshop 

participants, on the short and long term? 
- How central should research funding and research training be to the activities of the network? 

What approach to research and research capacity building would secure the link to institution 
which can use the accounts?  

- What are the existing resources? What additional resources are needed? 
 

 16:00-16:30 Wrap-up, next steps and conclusions Feedback on the workshop. Potential for future 
collaborations. 

 


