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Organisation of this Talk
1. Threats from 

climate change 
to Pacific 
Island 
ecosystem 
services.

2. Community 
autonomy and 
environmental 
decision-
making.

3. A way forward



Part 1
Threats to Pacific Island 
ecosystem services



Climate change effects on 
provisioning services

• Temperature rise 
– effects on crops 
and farming

• Sea-level rise –
effects on 
shorelines, 
elicitation of 
maladaptive 
responses. 
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Climate change effects on 
regulating services

• Carbon 
sequestration 
– effects of 
deforestation 
and reef 
degradation 

• Pest and 
disease 
control.



Climate change effects on    
cultural services

• Declining 
closeness to 
Nature (loss of 
traditional 
knowledge)

• Increasing 
global 
engagement 
(reduction in 
traditional 
coping ability)
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Part 2
Community autonomy and 
environmental decision-making



Community autonomy

• Most Pacific Island 
governments do not 
have the capacity to 
engage effectively with 
all their rural 
communities.

• So many rural 
communities must plan 
their own futures, 
especially that involving 
the environment.



Environmental decision-making
• Most communities have 

time-honoured ways of 
environmental 
decision-making.

• This decision-making is 
rarely consultative or 
democratic.

• Decisions are often 
made by persons with 
little formal education.

• Most women and 
young people are 
generally excluded.



Part 3
A way forward



Empowering communities to 
understand environmental change 
and its local impacts 

• Persons of influence in 
rural communities need 
to be empowered to 

• Understand climate 
change

• Localise climate change
• Act in anticipation of 

future climate change 
impacts



Culture evolves … but
• Ways in which rural 

people traditionally 
coped with climatic 
adversity are being 
rapidly forgotten.

• Communities should be 
encouraged to conserve 
and disseminate oral 
traditions.

• Lessons should be 
shared and 
promulgated.



A way forward for younger people
• Learn the value of 

traditional knowledge 
and help conserve it.

• Work through non-
government 
organisations (NGOs) 
and churches in 
particular to spread the 
word about climate 
change.

• Encourage community 
ownership of climate 
change.



A way forward for younger people
• Help identify humane 

and least-disruptive 
solutions to climate-
change impacts, 
including relocation. 



Thank you
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